MEETING OF THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION GROUP ON MIGRATION (RCGM) OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION (RCM)

Panama City, Panama
19 - 20 June, 2012
The Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM), in the meeting held 19 - 20 June, 2012 in Panama City, Panama, with the participation of representatives from Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and the United States, reached the following: 

CONCLUSIONS

1. Accept the operational and financial report presented by the Technical Secretariat covering November 2011 to June 2012. Furthermore, request the TS include in its next report statistical details on the number of persons assisted by the fund for the Return of Migrants in Highly Vulnerable Situations.

2. Congratulate the Technical Secretariat for the publication of the document on the 15 years of the RCM. 
3. Thank the delegations of:

a. Costa Rica for their presentations on the Regional Coalition against Trafficking in Persons; the Regional Seminar on Integration Policies for Migrants, Refugees, and Returned Migrants; and the Workshop on Migrant Children, Adolescents and Refugees.
b. Nicaragua for its presentation on the report of the Seminar/Workshop on Strengthening the Capacities of Consular Authorities in the Protection of Migrant Worker Labor Rights.
c. El Salvador and Mexico for their presentation on the First Meeting of the Ad-hoc Working Group to discuss, analyze and define objectives on the topic of extra-continental flows in the region.
4. Reiterate the interest of the member countries of the Ad-Hoc Working Group in advancing a mechanism that facilitates cooperation between RNCOM and the RCM and took note of the inclusion of Costa Rica in the Group. 
5. Thank the RNCOM and acknowledge their interest in assigning priority to the following topics:

a. Consular protection

b. Trafficking in persons and migrant smuggling 

c. Labor migration

d. Integration and reinsertion 

e. National legislation on migration

f. Assistance to groups in vulnerable situations

g. Children and adolescence, asylum, forced displacement and protection needs. 

6. Welcome Panama’s initiative to continue communication between the SACM and RCM Troikas related to the topic of extra-continental migration flows within the region. Panama will elaborate on the topic and send the TS its proposal for circulation among member countries for comments.
7. Encourage Member Countries to contribute statistical data, according to their possibilities, to the matrix of extra-continental migration flows presented by El Salvador and Mexico.
8. Take note of the creation of the Commission of Migration Affairs in the Organization of American States.  
9. Accept the reports from the Liaison Officer Networks for Consular Protection and to Combat Human Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons.

10. Thank the United States for its Proposal to Adjust Work Flow and Meeting Structures of the RCM. 
11. Thank the United States for its presentation on the letters of arrangement with some RCM countries through which the U.S. works with their embassies and consulates in the United States to inform their citizens about the protections afforded under U.S. labor law and procedures.

12. Thank the following delegations for their presentations on advances in policy and migration management:

a. Panama’s new law on trafficking in persons, and related activities

b. Honduras’s new law against trafficking in persons

c. Nicaragua’s new general law on migration and status of foreigners, as well as tools and best practices for preventing and combating trafficking in persons

d. United States’ regional efforts against trafficking in persons and human smuggling, including extra-regional movements and other migration management issues

e.  Canada’s implementation of legislation against unscrupulous consultants, and reform of its refugee system

f. Mexico’s new General law to preventing, penalize and eradicate crimes of trafficking in persons and to protect and assist victims of these crimes
g. The Dominican Republic’s legal and technological advances at the General Directorate of Migration 

13. Welcome the Proposal for Regional Guidelines for the Preliminary Identification of Profiles and Referral Mechanisms for Migrant Populations in Vulnerable Situations, presented by Costa Rica, prepared jointly with El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, with IOM and UNHCR support. Member Countries will send their input to the TS by September 2012, so the lead countries can strengthen the proposal for the next RCGM meeting. 
14. To thank the delegation from Mexico for its presentation on Canada-Mexico labor migration programs.

15. To congratulate the Dominican Republic for its advances in the Program of Migration Regulation for Temporary Workers, presented at the RCGM.
16.  Take note of the proposal from the delegation of Honduras on a mechanism for the identification of missing migrants. Honduras will take note of comments provided by Member Countries.
17.  Acknowledge the update report on the Fund to Assist the Return of Migrants in Vulnerable Situations and the proposal for updating the protocol for the execution of the Fund, presented by the Technical Secretariat and the IOM, and to be reviewed by Member Countries.

18.  Thank the delegation from Panama for its presentations on:

a.  Human Rights 

b. Trafficking of Women
19.  Thank the United States for the presentation on its policies and procedures related to unaccompanied minors.
20.  Thank the following organizations for their presentations and reports:

a. IOM: Projects being implemented in the RCM region.

b. UNHCR: Advances in the region related to the international protection of refugees. 
c. UNFPA: Sexual and reproductive health of migrant youth and women in El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico and on the bi-national borders Colombia-Ecuador, Argentina-Bolivia, Costa Rica-Nicaragua and Haiti-Dominican Republic.   

21. Take note of the outreach and coordination meeting proposed by IOM between RCM Member Countries and countries of origin of extra continental migratory irregular flows, to be held in Mexico City. The IOM will submit more information to the Member Countries via the Technical Secretariat.
