MEETING OF THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION GROUP ON MIGRATION (RCGM) OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION (RCM)

Panama City, Panama
4 - 6 December, 2012
The Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM), in the meeting held 4 - 6 December, 2012 in Panama City, Panama, with the participation of representatives from Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and the United States of America, reached the following: 

CONCLUSIONS

1. Accept the TS Activity and Financial Report for the period May to October 2012. The Secretariat commits to update such report in compliance with Conclusion #1 of the June 19-20, 2012 RCGM.  
Approve the TS coordinator’s use of US$9600 from the budget savings of the Secretariat in order to adjust the salaries of the Project Assistant and the IT Specialist according to the new legal provisions of Costa Rica.  This adjustment will not implicate an increase in the contributions from Members Countries. 

2. Thank the PPT for its reports related to the seminar “Challenges in Migration: Combating Trafficking and Smuggling, Security and Human Rights,” and its participation in the XII South American Conference on Migration. 
3. Approve the reports of the Liaison Officers Network for Consular Protection and the Liaison Officers Network to Combat Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons.
4. Thank RNCOM for its presentation of considerations on the topics of trafficking in persons, consular protection, migration and security with the objective of strengthening the responsibility of Member Countries to guarantee the protection of migrants. 
5. Take note of the proposed agenda for the meeting of the RNCOM–RCM Ad Hoc Group that will be held tentatively towards the end of February 2013. The Ad Hoc Group member countries commit to sending the TS their inputs for the agenda as well as the names of the Focal Points participating in the meeting no later than January 15, 2013.  Recognize and thank the government of El Salvador for its offer to host this meeting.  
6. Thank UNHCR and the International Center for the Human Rights of Migrants (CIDEHUM, Spanish acronym) for the presentation of the study “Forced Displacement and Protection Needs Produced by New Forms of Violence and Criminality in Central America”. 

7. Thank the IOM for the organization of the Dialogue Meeting between RCM and some countries of origin of extra continental migration flows, Mexico for hosting the meeting, and the United States of America for the financial support. 
8. Regarding Decision #2 of the XVII RCM following up on the proposals emanating from the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group to discuss, analyze and define objectives on the topic of irregular extra-continental migration flows in the region and based upon the schedule of proposed actions, it was agreed:
a. Update the countries of origin database.
b. The TS will update, as necessary, the schedule of proposed activities.
Thank the UNHCR for its willingness to share statistical information and trends on asylum requests. 

9. Thank the participation of the South American Conference on Migration (SACM) Troika (Brazil, Chile and Colombia) in the RCGM meeting and take note of their willingness to share with all SACM Member Countries the RCM’s interest in exchanging information regarding extra-continental migration flows coming from some South American countries.

10. Thank Costa Rica, who presented on behalf of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama, the proposal of Regional Guidelines for the Preliminary Identification of Profiles and Referring Mechanisms of Migrant Populations in Vulnerability Conditions. Furthermore, thank IOM and UNHCR for the technical support provided. 
11. Take note of the work by the Ad Hoc Group in response to the concern of some RCM Member Countries regarding the irregular movement of Cuban nationals arriving from other countries in the region and their vulnerability in transit. The Group will observe the impact of the new Cuban migration regulations that will enter into force on January 2013.

12. Thank the following delegations for their presentations on their achievements on Policies and Migration Management:
· Canada: Reform of the Refugee Determination Process and the Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration Pilot Program.

· El Salvador: Progress on Policies and Migration Management.

· United States of America: United States’ Regional Efforts on Migration.

· Mexico: General Characteristics Regarding Migration Control from the Regulation of the Immigration Act.
· Dominican Republic: The Migration Situation in the Dominican Republic.
13. Thank El Salvador for the presentation on their achievements with respect to Migration and Development.
14. Approve that the publication on the Fifteen Years of the Regional Conference on Migration will be the input submitted by this Conference for the UN High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development to be held in 2013. The PPT is requested to submit this document on behalf of the RCM.

15. Thank the following delegations for their presentations on achievements on Human Rights:
· Mexico: Report on the Workshop for Trainers of Child Protection Officers (OPIs, Spanish acronym), held in Guatemala, November 11-15, 2012

· El Salvador: Progress on the Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants.

16. Take note of the presentations by El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras on achievements regarding mechanisms for the identification of missing migrants.

17. Thank IOM for their draft proposal Minimum Proposed Amendments to the Agreement for the Operation Fund of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) to Assist Intra-regional Migrants in High Vulnerability Situations (FAVM-RCM). In this regard, the RCGM asked IOM to prepare a new draft with inputs and suggestions raised by the different delegations by January 30, 2013.  The TS will distribute this draft to the Member Countries in order to send their inputs by March 1st, 2013, with the objective that the RCGM prepares for the Vice-Ministerial Meeting recommendations and amendments on this Fund.
18. Thank the following presentations:

· IOM: Report on the Projects Associated with the RCM, implemented by the IOM
· UNHCR: Advances in the Region Related to the International Protection of Refugees
· ICRC: Report on the projects that the ICRC implements in the region. 
19. Take note of the ICRC’s request to the PPT to become a permanent observer to the RCM. The TS will send the Vice-Ministers this request, following the established procedure on these cases. 
20. Welcome the presentation of the conceptual document presented by Costa Rica as the PPT 2013 with the theme “Migration with a Human Face”, which includes the following topics:
· Trafficking in Persons and Migrant Smuggling as prevention, investigation, protection of victims and crime prosecution 
· Integration and Return
· Migrant Boys, Girls, and Adolescents

· Migration, Natural Disasters and Restoring Family Links
Furthermore, take note of the Preliminary 2013 Calendar of RCM activities.
21. Thank Colombia for its presentation on extra-continental migration flows entering the country. 

22. Thank and congratulate the Government and people of Panama for its hospitality and generosity, as well as congratulate them for the excellent work as RCM PPT, under the banner of “Security within the Framework of Human Rights of Migrants and Mixed Migration Flows.”
RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommend that the Vice-Ministers consider approving:

1. Hold a meeting between the consuls from countries of origin, transit and destination in Washington, DC, to address extra-continental migration flows.
2. Hold a workshop on statistical information and migrant profiles on extra-continental migration flows, and consider inviting SACM.
3. The Regional Guidelines for the Preliminary Identification of Profiles and Referral Mechanisms of Migrant Populations in Vulnerability Conditions.
