MEETING OF THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION GROUP ON MIGRATION (RCGM) OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION (RCM)

San Jose, Costa Rica
25 – 26 June, 2013
The Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM), in the meeting held 25 - 26 June, 2013 in San Jose, Costa Rica, with the participation of representatives from Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and the United States of America, formulated the following: 

CONCLUSIONS

1. Accept the detailed Technical Secretariat’s Activity and Financial Report. Receive Guatemala´s report on its proposal related to the payment of contributions to the RCM.
2. Take note of the report of the Presidency Pro-Tempore and the Technical Secretariat on their participation in the Fourth Global Meeting of Chairs and Technical Secretariats of Regional Consultative Processes on Migration (RCPs), where the RCM was recognized as one of the oldest processes, as well as a space in which a dialogue with civil society and an important exchange of information and best practices has been developed.
3. Regarding the Meeting of the Ad-Hoc RCM-RNCOM Working Group for the Definition of a Common Agenda and its Coordination Mechanisms, held in San Salvador, 20-21 February 2013, 
a. Thank the TS and the Regional Network of Civil Society Organizations on Migration (RNCOM) for the presentation of the report on said meeting,

b. Take note of the findings presented by RNCOM and its proposal for an RCM-RNCOM Action Protocol,
c. Request the TS compile Member Countries’ observations to the above-mentioned findings and proposals no later than September 30, 2013.
d. Take note of the necessity of continuing dialogue through a second meeting, requesting the TS to explore possible financing and location for such a meeting.
4. Related to the progress regarding the Ad-hoc Working Group to discuss, analyze and define objectives on the topic of Extra-continental Migration Flows in the Region:
a) Receive the report presented by the TS.
b) Receive for its respective study and analysis the “Mechanism for the return of extra-regional migrants that having legally entered the region, were intercepted in irregular status by a country different by the one of entry”, submitted by the OCAM.

c) Receive the schedule of the Ad-Hoc Group with the identification of agreements, responsible, activities and respective deadline for its accomplishment.

d) Take note of Mexico’s proposal to hold a meeting of consuls in Washington DC under the auspices of the Committee of Migration Affairs (CMA) of OAS and thank the CMA’s presentation.
e) Gladly receive UNHCR´s offer to present an analysis of application of asylum seekers of extra regional persons, taking into consideration their situation of vulnerability. 
5. Take note on the dialogue held between the PPT and the TS with part of the Troika of the South American Conference on Migration (SACM). We expect a formal response to the inquiries presented by the RCGM to the Troika during the last meeting held in December 2012, in Panama City in regards to the exchange of information on extra continental flows coming from some South American countries.
6. Thank and acknowledge the collaboration and support by IOM and donor countries in the contribution towards a more human face of migration management, social justice and regional development. Emphasize the continuous, invaluable collaboration and partnership of the IOM with the member countries.
7. Approve the reports of the Liaison Officers Network for Consular Protection, and the Liaison Officers Network to Combat Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons.
8. With regard to the impact in the region of the new immigration provisions in Cuba, which entered into force in January 2013:

a) Thank Costa Rica for the presentation on proposed guidelines for a regional strategy to address the irregular transit of Cuban nationals. 
b) Continue monitoring the phenomenon of irregular transit, detection and entries of Cuban nationals and acknowledge, on the basis of statistics provided by Member Countries, the changing dynamics of these movements.
c) Take note of the recommendation by Costa Rica to compile information on the movement of Cuban nationals, including regular and irregular entry by air, land and sea, visa applications and other indicators, in each of the Member Countries, with a matrix that Costa Rica will share through the Technical Secretariat within three months.
9. Thank and congratulate the following delegations for their presentations:
a. Costa Rica: Progress report on a comprehensive immigration policy.
b. Canada: Update on recent changes to a wide range of areas in its immigration program and policies. 

c. Nicaragua: Advances related to its Labor Migration Information System. 

d. Dominican Republic: Presentation on migration management best practices in the period 2012-2013 focused on migrant communities in vulnerable situations.
10. Regarding the United Nations High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development (HLD): 

a. Thank IOM for its presentation on the HLD agenda.

b. Thank Mexico for sharing its draft document referring to the HLD.
c. Authorize the Coordinator of the Technical Secretariat to attend the HLD Preparatory Meeting of International Migration Experts to be held in Santiago, Chile, 10 – 11 July 2013, organized by ECLAC.

11. Thank Costa Rica for its presentation on the National Integration Plan and the Migration Social Fund.
12. Thank El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras for their presentations on progress related to mechanisms for the identification of missing migrants, and request the TS draft a document with inputs provided by these countries.

13. Thank and congratulate Costa Rica for its presentation on Immigration and Natural Disasters, acknowledging the relevance and timeliness of the subject. 
14. Include migration and natural disasters in the RCGM agenda, and task the TS with gathering input from interested Member Countries and Observers, so the PPT can present a proposal at the next meeting of the RCGM.
15. Congratulate the United States of America for its presentation on the public awareness campaign for unaccompanied minors “Dangers of the Journey to Cross the Border”, and express thanks for the offering of materials to be used by interested Member Countries. Take note of Costa Rica’s request to share the campaign material through the Technical Secretariat.
16. Thank the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for its report on the progress related to international protection of refugees in the region, and acknowledge its work in the areas of training, human resources, infrastructure and equipment to assist refugees and asylum seekers in the region.
17. Thank the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for its presentation and work to protect migrants in the region. Take note of its offer to share statistical information on the subject, to be shared through the TS by mid-July 2013.
18. Take note of Costa Rica’s interest in holding a workshop on trafficking in persons for the purpose of organ extraction.

